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THE GATHERING HOUSE

Hidden within one of Silicon Valley’'s most
established residential communities, this
12,000-square-foot residence was envisioned
not as a showpiece but as a legacy—a home
created for generations to gather, traditions to
take root and everyday moments to become
lifelong memories.

From the beginning, the homeowners
challenged their team to create something
deeply personal: a residence of exceptional
craftsmanship that never felt formal, where
contemporary architecture could coexist
with warmth, comfort and an unmistakable
sense of belonging.

Architect Tim Chappelle of Arcanum
Architecture shaped the home’s light-filled
architecture. Interior designer Kristi Will layered

the home with tactile materials, bespoke
furnishings and collected objects that celebrate
how the family lives. Mike Smith Construction
translated the vision through meticulous
execution.

Together, every decision served a larger
narrative.

Wil's work is distinguished by an uncommon
ability to translate how families actually live
into environments of remarkable refinement.
“I have two clients,” she says. “The home
itself and the people who live within it. My
responsibility is to listen carefully to both.”

That philosophy is carried throughout the
residence, where beauty is never separated
from purpose and every room invites people
to stay just a little longer.

“THIS HOME'S
LASTING LUXURY IS
NOT SIMPLY HOW
IT LOOKS, BUT HOW
BENIRLETELY IT
WNELCOMES LIFE’

- >

A HOME
DESIGNED
FOR LIFE

Luxury reveals itself most clearly in the
rooms used every day. Nowhere is that
more evident than the kitchen, conceived
as the social heart of the home where
celebrations and ordinary family rituals
share equal footing. Behind the main
kitchen, a fully functioning prep kitchen
allows entertaining to remain effortless.
A custom Liaigre leather banquette

has become the setting for homework,
cookie baking, family conversations and
the everyday moments that ultimately
define a life well lived.

QUIET
LUXURY

Vintage furnishings mingle naturally
with contemporary pieces. Handcrafted
finishes, sculptural lighting and bespoke
millwork create moments of quiet discovery
while expansive glazing dissolves the
boundary between indoors and land-
scape. Nothing competes for attention;
everything works together.

Chappelle says, “The home's architec-
ture is shaped by a measured balance of
solidity and openness, combining warm
timber finishes, textured stone and full-
height glazing to create a design that is
both understated and deeply connected
to its outdoor setting.” Smith adds, “From
the very beginning, there was a shared
vision that allowed every member of

the team to pursue ideas demanding
extraordinary craftsmanship.”

LEFT The rear kitchen's custom banquette has
become one of the family's favorite gathering places
in the home, proving that luxury is often found in the
spaces used most. OPPOSITE The home’s soaring
entry introduces a language of glass, stone and
sculptural light that unfolds throughout the residence.



INSIDE
THE VISION

Kristi Will shares her thinking behind
aresidence shaped for connection,
revealing how architecture, materiality
and subtle luxury work together to
enhance the rhythms of family life.

What was the guiding vision?
Connection. The residence needed

to feel intimate enough for daily living,
yet generous enough to host multiple
generations for extended stays. Every
decision, from the floor plan to the
furnishings and materials, had to support
that balance.

How did the architecture influence the
interiors? The architecture established
the framework of light and proportion.
The interiors introduced warmth, texture
and refinement so that every room feels
inviting rather than monumental.

Share your definition of luxury.
Luxury is ease and the ability to fully
enjoy a home. The best rooms are the
ones people never want to leave.

How do sophistication and family life
coexist? Materials were selected to
become richer with age, allowing the
patina of family life to become part of
the home’s beauty.

What makes this project memorable?
The goal was never perfection. It was to
create the setting where a family’s story

would continue to unfold for generations.

TOP Calacatta Oro marble rises seamlessly to a
softly curved plaster hood, becoming sculpture
through restraint. BOTTOM Layered furnishings
create a room equally suited for conversation,
celebration and quiet afternoons.

ROOMS OF
REFLECTION

While much of the residence celebrates gathering, its
quieter spaces illustrate the discipline behind the design.
The study offers a place of retreat away from the bustle

of the main living areas, anchored by custom walnut
cabinetry, linen wallcoverings, curated artwork and vintage
Hans Wegner Papa Bear chairs. A vintage rug established
the room’s palette, while the nearby media room provides a
lively counterpoint for movie nights and family traditions.

ABOVE The study began with a single vintage rug whose palette
quietly established every material layered into the room.

BUILT FOR
GENERATIONS

The Gathering House is defined not by any single room

or dramatic gesture but by the experience of moving
through it. Each space unfolds naturally, offering moments
of understated elegance that grow richer with time.

In an era captivated by spectacle, this residence offers
something far more enduring—a home whose worth is
measured not in scale or opulence, but by the memories
it makes possible.

Here, children become adults, holiday traditions pass
from one generation to the next and friends linger long
after dinner has ended. The home's greatest achievement
is not simply that it is beautiful but that it becomes more
meaningful with every passing year.



