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/  SOUTHERN BAY AREA  /

Equal parts East Coast traditional and West Coast cool, this unique coastal home is an expression of 

two very individual personalities and design perspectives seamlessly blended as one. 

He is a modernist with a traditional spirit. She is a traditionalist who loves texture and craft. Both 

natives of Massachusetts, they came to California together and made it their home. She had always 

loved the thought of living near the ocean, so they settled on the coast south of San Francisco and 

raised their children there. With their sons now adults, they decided to pursue their dream of a cot-

tage by the sea—a home they would envision purely for themselves—and ended up buying a house 

just down the road. 

Though their design viewpoints differed, each had great respect for the vision and taste of the 

other. They tapped architects Walker Warner, well known for their deft approach to residential design, 

and interior designer Kristi Will to help them. “The challenge was threading the needle between two 

aesthetics that could have been at odds, but weren’t, and making the house feel seamless and cohe-

sive, weaving it together with a level of architectural integrity and intention,” says Brooks Walker, 

partner in charge of the project.

For Will, who lives in the area and knows the land and light here well, it was the opportunity of a 

lifetime. “This project has been one of the most impactful of my career,” she says. “I get to live with 

this beautiful house right in my own backyard.”

Set back from the edge of the bluff, the house has a layered aspect as the view of the meadow 

gives way to the view of the ocean. The fog here is often a tangible presence, and the sense of light 

is glorious. The home’s traditional gabled forms, reminiscent of the wife’s beloved Cape Cod, are 

clad in hand-sawn sinker cypress shingles sourced from salvaged logs, which will gray out naturally 

over time. 

Balancing the views with necessary privacy from the boardwalk that crosses the open space 

between the house and the water, the design team recessed the ocean-facing walls of glass behind 

rows of columns. Vertical fins on the living room windows provide further privacy and segment 

the view. The L-shaped plan wraps around a private garden framed and protected by the house. 

“The carefully considered architectural details are not capricious,” says Walker. “Each is there for 

a reason.”

Inside, the material palette contributes to the strong sense of indoor–outdoor connection. Floors 

are covered in white granite with a lightly flamed finish that crosses the thresholds to connect inte-

rior and exterior spaces. It closely resembles congealed sand, for a casual, coastal feel and easy 
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ABOVE + OPPOSITE: A stone backsplash in soothing tones has 
lines reminiscent of flowing water. The couple had loved this 
particular stone when they renovated their first home, but it was 
beyond their reach at the time. When they found a slab of the 
same stone twenty years later, it was nothing short of miraculous. 
The custom cabinetry is set high, with shelves that descend and 
recede to allow more wall space to showcase the stone.
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Vertical fins on the living room windows segment the view and provide some privacy from the public boardwalk 
that crosses the open space between the house and the water. With no visible exterior hardware, the coffee table 
forms a lovely surprise, popping open to reveal games and a Shinola record player hidden within. A Flexform sofa 
complements a classic Eames chair from Knoll.

maintenance. Interior walls are covered in a trio of whites, all by Benjamin Moore: Paper White in 

most of the rooms, Super White in the baths, and Simply White where designer Kristi Will wanted to 

warm things up a bit. 

Like the coastal fog that often surrounds the house, light is a defining feature. Clean and bright, 

the walls reflect the light differently at various times of day, forming a perfect foil for the ocean views 

outside the windows and the colorful artwork within. The team worked with art consultant Jackie 

Becker, who discovered many of the home’s pivotal pieces, including the lightbox installation in the 

living room by Leo Villareal, well known in the Bay Area for his light installation on the San Francisco 

Bay Bridge. Throughout the house, consultant Anna Kondolf Lighting Design worked with a deft 

hand. Plaster cove ceilings are subtly impactful, forming a luminous cocoon around those inside.

The interiors lean toward a modern sense of minimalism, while curves, texture, and color keep 

things warm and inviting; statement pieces are given the opportunity to shine. “They didn’t want 

anything they had seen before,” Will says of her clients. “They wanted a home that felt truly unique to 

them as a couple.” She recalls the husband saying at the outset, “I want to open the front door and 

have my breath taken away.”

One of the couple’s desires was to have a unique spot where they could host friends for 

whale watching. In what is probably the home’s most dramatic architectural move, the architect,  

interior designer, lighting designer, and craftsmen worked closely together to design a spiral stair-

case topped with an operable skylight that leads to a rooftop widow’s walk and an upper terrace 

complete with a firepit and heated benches. To avoid blocking the incoming light from the skylight, 

the team used low-iron, cast-glass stair treads that stop short of the wall and float. The glass treads, 

illuminated by LED lights embedded in the central column, are filled with bubbles, and the stairwell 

walls are coated with blue-gray paint that subtly lightens as it rises. Ascending the staircase is like 

floating up through the sea, and the moment is magical.

Like so much of the house design, the stairwell was an exercise in teamwork and ingenuity, which 

created an amazing space and brought the clients’ vision to life.
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ABOVE: Looking for something that no one had seen before, Will came upon a glacial dining table designed by 
Zaha Hadid to give the impression of a melting glacier. Custom lighting highlights the hand-crafted, limited-
production table.

OPPOSITE: The Rothko-inspired Leo Villareal artwork in the living room projects a never-ending array of colors. 

OVERLEAF LEFT: Artwork by J. Prichard Design lines the walls of the light-filled stairwell, enhanced by an intricate 
Knotty Bubbles chandelier by Lindsey Adelman. 

OVERLEAF RIGHT: A backlit slab of Azul is the defining element of the powder room. The Knotty Bubbles pendant 
fixture is by Lindsey Adelman.

Pages 78–79: The house is set back from the bluff, creating layered views as the meadow gives way to the bluffs 
and ocean.
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ABOVE: The stairwell to the widow’s walk consists of floating cast-glass treads crafted by Bay Area glass artist 
John Lewis and lit with fiber optic lights embedded in the central spine. The softly graduating color on the walls 
was created by painter Jamie Stancil. The whole effect is magical.

OPPOSITE: A slim window in the upper-level office frames a slice of the view.

OVERLEAF: Landscape architect Ron Lutsko blurred the landscape immediately surrounding the house into the 
meadow. Clad in unstained, hand-sawn sinker cypress shingles, the exterior will gray out naturally over time, 
blending further into the landscape. The whale sculpture on the terrace was inspired by the Winged Victory of 
Samothrace, one of the Louvre’s most famous statues.




